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With regard to the respondentia, it is sometimes 20 per
cent, from Busserah to Aleppo, but I got no more than 15
for 2000 piasters, which I lent on our caravan. But as I com-
mitted an error in this respect, it will be proper to explain
the nature of this kind of negotiation. At Busserah they
have two sorts of piasters, viz. the current piasters and the
piasters in specie, named rumi. This, as the exchange then
stood, was 6 and a half per cent, more than the current
piasters. Now the money that I paid was 2000 piasters in
specie, and my bill of exchange, which was written in Italian,
was for 2000 piasters rumi in moneta correnta del Grand
Senhor. When I came to Aleppo, the merchant to whom I
presented my bill, not understanding the word rumi, only
took notice of moneta correnta; and as there is the same
difference here as between the current piaster and the piaster
in specie at Busserah, he would only pay me in current
money, by which I should have lost six and a half per cent.
Upon this I chose to refer the difference to the gentleman
that drew the bill, having a great opinion of his honesty.
I mention this to caution others to take care of the like
mistake for the future; and when they pay money of Bassorah
which is piasters in specie, to take care that the bill runs for
piasters in moneta bona> and then the piasters will be paid
in specie.
From Aleppo I could only get two shillings and sixpence
for a current piaster to England; by which there is a greater
loss than what there would be if you can pay it at the rate
of two shillings and four-pence for a current rupee. But this
will best appear from the following calculation.
At Busserah a current piaster is 6 mamoodies.
A Surat rupee is 5 mamoodies and 4 tenths.
At Aleppo a current piaster of 6 mamoodies is                oo    z    6
By which it appears that an hundred Surat rupees
brought into mamoodies make 540, which at 6 ma-
moodies for half a crown, amount to 90 half crowns, or ii 05 oo
But an hundred Surat rupees make no current rupees,
which at 2$. $d. for a current rupee, is ...... 12 16 8
Loss in every 100 Surat rupees............      i n    8